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DEVELOPMENT WORKER APPOINTED





The recruitment process generated a significant amount of interest. After careful shortlisting and interviewing, we appointed Judy Midgley to the 15 hour a week post. Judy has a background in community education, campaigning and Christian spirituality.  A Catholic from the Bingley area, she is well-placed to serve a Bradford Met-wide ecumenical organisation. She will be based on the top floor at Touchstone (01274 721626) and starts on Monday 1st September.





 


CHAT PILOT STARTS AT THORNBURY





CHAT (Care and Hospitality at Thornbury) held a training session on 5th June and the following Tuesday began a one-day a week pilot project (10.00 a.m.)





CHAT offers a warm welcome and simple refreshments to Asylum Seekers waiting for their Appeals to start across the road at Phoenix House, the Asylum and Immigration Hearings Centre for Yorkshire and the Humber. Volunteers offer at least one morning per month. There will be an Information/Open morning on Wednesday 26th September (10.00 a.m. with an opportunity to learn about the Court, CHAT, McKenzie Friends etc. Numbers of Asylum Seekers using the facility at Thornbury Methodist Church are growing and we need more volunteers to expand the service. Recent visitors have been from Kenya, Zimbabwe and South Africa.





CHAT has already identified other ways in which Asylum Seekers can be helped while at Phoenix House, as well as ways in which we can build on good relationships established with the staff there.








NEW BEACON EXECUTIVE





We have now formed an Executive Committee which will normally meet  every two months with a General Meeting on the alternate months.





Chair – Geoff Reid


Secretary – Jackie Coutts


Treasurer – Louise Taylor-Kenyon


Rita Armitage (CHAT)


Joe Batt  (Advocacy/Funding/Employment)


Heather Grinter (Advocacy/Funding/Employment)


Chris Howson (Campaigns)


Will Sutcliffe (Hosting Project)


Ann West (McKenzie Friends/Volunteers)





 BEACON Executive


14th August at 10.00 a.m., Touchstone, 32 Merton Road





BEACON General Meeting


11th September at 10.00 a.m., Touchstone











 RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY





Sunday 9th September


Bradford Cathedral


6.00 – 8.00 p.m.





Speaker:


Rev Dr Ken Leech


“People on the Move”





Singing from Biasan Choir and Mussanzi family





Collection to BEACON (again!)








HOSTING PROJECT


Will Sutcliffe has committed himself to some voluntary research in the autumn, looking towards a Beacon Hosting Project. This would be about placing people with short-term leave to remain in the homes of volunteer hosts. During the summer he went to have a look at the Boaz project in Manchester and he will be visiting other well-established projects.





 BEACON has at last become a Registered Charity and our number is 1119463





 McKenzie Friends





This part of our work (being alongside people in the appeals process) is now up and running and we have a new leaflet available on request.





WHY A CHURCHES’ ORGANISATION ?


BEACON co-operates with other Bradford Asylum Groups and is not in competition with them  – many of our key people are involved in them and and keep us informed about their activities on a week by week basis.





BEACON can bring new resources into the Bradford Asylum scene by helping people make connections between their faith and Asylum ssues.





BEACON can draw upon human and financial resources in every part of Bradford Met where churches have ready-made channels for linking inner and outer areas.





BEACON provides churches with stories and prayer resources which can contribute to their worship and spiritual life.  Some have found their fellowship life renewed by an influx of Asylum Seekers.





BEACON encourages churches to draw upon the experiences and spirituality of Christian Asylum Seekers from many different parts of the world.





BEACON can make use of Interfaith networks in its work.

















